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Now, t/y = a/v; hence, if from the equation t/y-a/v, we eliminate t and y by the help of equations (i) and (ii), that equation should be produced which represents the figure that has to be quadratured; and by comparing the terms of the equation thus obtained with the given equation, unless indeed there is no possibility of comparing them, we shall obtain the quadrature.
But if an impossibility arises, it is then known that the given analytical figure has no analytical quadratrix. But it is quite clear that if we add to it such as will change it almost imperceptibly, then a qttadrable figure may be obtained, since this plainly produces another equation. However, as an impossible case may arise, we must consider the difficulties.
Say that the equation that is obtained is of infinite prolixity, while the given one is finite. My answer is, that in comparing the one with the other it will be seen how far at most the powers of the unknowns in the indefinite equation can go. The retort may be made, that it may happen that the indefinite equation obtained may have more terms than the finite equation that is given and yet may be reduced to it, for it may be divided by something1 else that is either finite or indefinite. This difficulty hindered me for a long time a year ago, but now I see that we should not be stopped by it. For it may happen that from a certain determinate figure (whose equation is not divisible by a rational) by the method of tangents there may arise an ambiguous figure; for it is impossible to say that, for any figure, there shall be only one tangent at any one point. Hence the produced equation can neither be divided by a finite nor by an indefinite quantity; for in truth indefinite figures, or those whose orclinates are represented by an infinite equation, have sometimes these very ordinates finite, and these ought to satisfy the equation. Notwithstanding that, I foresee another difficulty; for indeed it seems that sometimes it may happen that all the roots of the equation will not serve for the solution of the problem. Yet, to tell the truth, I believe they will do so,
Now here is a difficulty that really is great. It may happen that a finite equation may also be expressed as an indefinite one, so that the equation obtained may really be the same as the given equation although it does not appear to be. For example,
3/2 = xf (1 4- x) = x - x* -i- x9 - JIT* i jr8 - x* -t etc.;
and in the same way others can be formed by various compositions and divisions.   This 1 confess is truly a difficult point, but it can be